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Bidding a Fond Farewell to
B-17 ‘Sentimental Journey’
Thanks to the B-17 Crew, VFC Volunteers, and Staff 
for an amazing week.  Great people and great memories!
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VFC News

News from VFC
What a summer it’s been at the Victoria Flying 
Club!  We have never had so much fun.  Thanks 
to all our staff and club volunteers who have 
helped out with various events and gone above 
and beyond the call of duty every day to make 
this summer incredible!  Highlights have includ-
ed the incredible group of cadets that trained 
with us, attending the Comox Airshow, and of 
course the B-17 visit, as well as the Snowbirds’ 
show, with Howard and Ramona both on the 
scene as volunteers representing VFC!
But the fun isn’t over!  September 19 you’re all 
invited to the VFC Open House & Career Fair.  
As always there will be fun aircraft on the ramp, 
and a new addition to this year’s event will be 
short seminars and Q&A sessions with industry 
representatives.  You won’t want to miss it!
September 26 is the Women, Wings & Wheels 
YYJ Event and it is going to be incredible!  
Check out the details on page 5!
And... last but certainly not least, we’ve got a 
price break coming up!  On September 8, the 
regular Cessna 172 rental rate will drop to $144/
hour.  We are committed to maintaining one of 
the most affordable rental rates in Canada!

COMING TO VFC THIS NOVEMBER!
“Landing a Job in Aviation: Planning Your Route 

From Student to Commercial Airline Pilot.” 
UPFRONT AVIATION provides training and seminars for pilots 
looking forward to a successful career in the aviation industry. 

Get your career off the ground!
More information: facebook.com/upfrontaviation

An Exciting Month Ahead!

VFC President Ramona Reynolds making friends 
and keeping the troops in line at the Comox Airshow.
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VFC News

Victoria Flying Club Open House & Career Fair!
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First Solos

Jack Luettger
Instructor: Sean Tyrell

Parker Stewart
Instructor: Sean Tyrell

Zach Sims
Instructor: Colin Brown

FIRST SOLOS

“Without disruption of air traffic, these fearless, forthright, 
indomitable and courageous individuals did venture 

into the wild blue yonder in flying machines.  
Furthermore, these skillful individuals did safely land 
said flying machines at Victoria International Airport, 
incurring no significant damage to self or machine, 

thus completing first solo flights.”  
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Aviation Events
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Aviation Events

Everyone is welcome to please join us on Satur-
day, September 26, 2015 - 11:00 to 15:00 for the 
kick-off Women Wings and Wheels event that is 
travelling across the country over the course of the 
next year!

What are we up to?
Sharing our love of aviation and riding!
Empowering Canadian women and girls through 
education and opportunity.
Fundraising for underprivileged women and girls in 
crisis.

What tricks are up our sleeve?
Choppers and Props – Show & Shine
Static Displays
BBQ by Donation
Fill the Canso -  We are challenging YOU, together 
with all of our airport neighbrous and businesses, 
to FILL THE CANSO on Saturday, September 26 
to benefit the Steve Drane Capital City Toy Run 
benefiting the CFAX Santa’s Anonymous Toy 
Drive.

Who are our partners in crime?
443 Maritime Helicopter Squadron
Ascend Legal Recruiting (Advertising Partner)
British Columbia Aviation Museum
Canadian Women’s Ride Day
Glacier Air
Heath Moffatt Photography
Island BMW
Janet Etter Art
The Catalina Preservation Society
Victoria Flying Club
West Coast Roar
Women in Aviation – Vancouver Island Chapter

For more information:
www.wingsandwheelsyyj.com

WOMEN, WINGS AND WHEELS YYJ
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VFC Achievements

New Members
Andrew Garbutt
Jan Nelson
Hideo Shimamura
Masaharu Niizawa
Paul Willis
Garfield Trimborn
Kartik Khatri
Kosko Francis
Kyle Dalgleish
Florent Werbrouck
Jesse Barnes
Braeden Clark
Devan Miller
Connor Stevenson
Conrad Moore
Stuart Weaver
Cody Therrien
John Garstang
Ethan Kruz

First Solo
Jack Luettger
Parker Stewart
Zach Sims

PPL Written Exam
Naoyuki Takai

PPL Flight Test
Ben Kinkela
Naoyuki Takai

CPL Flight Test
Mike Lozupone
Liam Aloni

VFC MEMBER ACHIEVEMENTS

Some people dream of 
success, while others wake 

up and work hard for it.

Air Cadet 
PPL Flight Test
Axel Jacobsen
Calvin Chan
Chris Groves
Elaine Leung
Hunter Rigatti
Kelly Wong
Matthew Wong
Nicholas Ouellette
Nicole Sosa
Oscar Morrison
Shamim Shahrezaei
Shriyant Grover

Air Cadet 
PPL Licence
Axel Jacobsen
Calvin Chan
Chris Groves
Elaine Leung
Hunter Rigatti
Kelly Wong
Matthew Wong
Nicholas Ouellette
Nicole Sosa
Oscar Morrison
Shamim Shahrezaei
Shriyant Grover

CONGRATULATIONS!
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Feature Article

B-17 Takes Many On A Sentimental Journey
By: Derek Melton
Although admitting to not 
getting out much these days, 95 
year-old John Boom of Victoria 
made a big effort to visit the 
B-17G “Sentimental Journey” 
on August 8th at VFC. Ably 
helped by his partner, John 
was able to get to a seat by the 
B-17 booth in time to see and 
hear the engines being run-
up. Jim, the B17G pilot, took a 
nice chunk of time to discuss 
the plane with John and hear 
a little bit about John’s exploits 
as a pilot, navigator and aerial 
photographer during WW II. 

John recounted how he was 
born in Curacao in the West 
Indies, but did his pilot training 
in 1942 in Alberta, followed 
soon thereafter by deployment 
to southern England and 
conversion onto the B-25. He 
flew on many day-time raids 
over Europe, and ended the war 
flying Catalina Flying boats in 
the Pacific. It was obvious that 

John had many stories to tell, 
but encouraged by his partner 
he just nibbled at the edges. 
His post-war experiences were 
also interesting. While John 
just noted he became a civil 
engineer, his partner clarified 
that over a long career John 

had actually helped design and 
build a number of airports in 
both the Caribbean and South 
America. John noted that he 
had also made it out to CYYJ to 
see the B-25 last year. Hope to 
see you next year John. 

Photo: John Boom, World War II veteran pilot, with his partner and Jim, 
pilot of B-17G “Sentimental Journey” at VFC
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Fleet Captain Corner

FleetCaptain Corner

Steve Demy
ATPL, ATP (multi), B. Eng. (Electrical)
Victoria Flying Club - Director
Columbia 300 driver
FleetCaptain - Developer
sndaviation.com

FleetCaptain - The Maintenance Console
Assessing the ßeetÕs condition at a glance

What does this mean to you?
It takes plenty of behind-the-scenes effort to make a ßying club run smoothly.  With accurate 
information at hand, maintenance staff can better support pilots - keeping our ßeet safe and available.

The fantastic maintenance staff at VFC work 
day, night and weekends to keep our ßeet of 
aircraft in good shape.  FleetCaptainÕs 
maintenance interface provides support to 
this effort.  One example can be seen on the 
left - the maintenance console.

The console provides a graphical overview of 
the ßeet:  C-GINH is in maintenance.  
Several planes have deferred defects.  The 
tooltip shows C-GTLFÕs defect and 
associated ßight restrictions.

The length of the bars show the time 
remaining until regular maintenance is due 
(50 hours full scale).  The diamonds show 
the when an hour-based item is due.

The little numbers above the bars identify
the days until a calendar-based maintenance item is due.  Clicking any of these graphics brings up 
tables with more information.  FleetCaptain selects aircraft for assignment in a way that maintenance 
items tend to come due one at a time, not all at once.  By scanning the console, maintenance staff 
identiÞes upcoming work then plans time and materials accordingly.
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Air Cadets

On behalf of everyone at 
the Victoria Flying Club, we 
want to extend a heartfelt 
congratulations to each one of 
this year’s twelve Power Pilot 
Scholarship Course participants 
who completed their PPL 
training at VFC this summer.  

Participants in the Power 
Pilot Scholarship program are 
selected based on previous 
achievement, and a rigorous 
application process.  These 
are coveted spots, as one can 
only imagine.  The program 

provides complete PPL training 
at no charge to the cadet.  It’s 
an honour and a privilege to be 
selected!

Most of the Power Pilot Course 
participants will have previously 
earned a Glider Licence, but 
even with that under their belts, 
the six week PPL program is 
intense, requiring a high level 
of commitment, skill, and hard 
work.

Every summer we are so 
incredibly impressed by the 

calibre of the Air Cadets that 
we work with at VFC.  This year 
was no exception.  They were 
an extremely accomplished 
group of students who stayed 
focussed and achieved some 
great results.

We wish each one of this 
year’s Power Pilot Scholarship 
Course participants the very 
best, and we look forward 
to hearing about their future 
accomplishments!
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Feature Article

Aviation Adventures and Inspiration
By: Peter R. Bain
Since I was 19, I had always 
wanted to fly in a jet – let alone 
fly it.  Well, dreams do come 
true.  July 21, 2015 at around 1 
pm, I got to fly an L39 jet trainer 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico with 
my instructor Larry Salganek of 
the Jet Warbird Training Center.  
It was the thrill of a lifetime.  
Following ground school, up 
and away we went.  Larry let me 
take the controls for most of the 
flight – a lot easier than flying a 
Cessna 172.  Now, when I see 
a jet flying overhead, I know 
exactly what is going on in the 
cockpit.  This was very timely, 
as I watched the Snowbirds fly 
recently, and I could imagine 
what the pilots were doing 
throughout the entire routine.

After that, I went to the Oshkosh 
air show with my daughter 

and her boyfriend, who is an 
instructor.  For the first time, 
I got to meet my all-time 
hero Sean Tucker, who is an 
amazing stunt pilot (picture 
taken of me with Sean and 

my daughter Lisa).  He put on 
the best performance at the 
air show.  I love his attitude 
towards life.  No matter what 
you do in life, he encourages 
us all to do it with gusto.  More 
often than not, you will see him 
with a smile on his face.  When 
he first started out to learn flying 
in his teens, he would get sick 
every time he went up.  It took 
him four years to get his private 
pilot’s license.  I believe he 
finally got over his air sickness 
when he went flying with a 
stunt pilot.  But, if I heard him 
correctly, he says he still fights 
his fear of flying every time he 
goes up.  I guess it’s called, 
‘confronting your fears’.  He 
practices his stunts every day, 
and works out every day to stay 
in top shape.  

Peter R. Bain 
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Multi-Engine Training at the Victoria Flying Club
This aircraft, C-FHDP, will look 
familiar to many or most of you.  
You will have seen it on the 
VFC ramp for many years.  Up 
until recently it was owned and 
operated by PRO-IFR out of 
Boundary, with a satellite office 
here at the Victoria Flying Club, 
which was staffed by folks who 
were also often VFC Instructors.

HDP has now been purchased 
by the Victoria Flying Club, 
and we are proud to announce 
that we are now offering the 
multi-engine endorsement and 
multi-IFR directly.  This is an 
exciting development that has 
been in the works for a number 

of months.  Multi-engine training 
is crucial for those looking to 
a future in the airline industry, 
and there is a definite benefit for 
students to be able to complete 
the Multi and Multi IFR ratings 
here at VFC.  We are excited 
to be able to build our own 
programs moving forward.

Jason Stewart and Graham 
Palmer have worked hard over 
the past few months, alongside 
our incredible AME team, to 
ensure that both the aircraft and 
our training program meet with 
Transport Canada Standards. 
We’re very proud to say that 
HDP is now out on the VFC line 

and ready to fly!
C-FHDP is a four seat twin-
engine PA-44-180 Seminole 
with retractable gear.  With a 
crusing speed of 140-150kts, it 
is a fast aircraft.  Students used 
to flying a Cessna 172, often 
return wide-eyed and grinning 
from ear to ear after their first 
flight in HDP.  The Garmin 430 
is a great stepping stone to 
learning the Garmin systems 
most commonly used by the 
airlines.

If you are interested in training 
on VFC’s twin-engine Seminole, 
please contact the office at 250-
656-2833.  Photos: Patrick Croft
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VFC News

Canada’s Newest Seaplane Pilots - Trained at VFC!

With a minimum licencing 
requirement of only 7 hours, 
obtaining a seaplane rating is 
not nearly as difficult, nor as 
expensive as you may think.  
The course consists of basic 
and advanced maneuvers, 
including concentrated practice 
of take-offs and landings, 
docking, beaching and sailing.  

Aside from the challenge of 
completing the rating, enjoying 
our local aerial and aquatic 
scenery with glimpses of wildlife 
both above and below sea 
level make this a rating worth 
pursuing.  You are guaranteed 
not to be disappointed!

For pilots interested in learning 
more about what seaplane 
flying has to offer, or to 
experience their first lesson 
flying a seaplane, please call 
the Club at 
250-656-2833, or email: 
graham.palmer@flyvfc.com  

711 A Broughton Street
(street level, by Victoria Public Library)

Victoria BC V8W 1E2

Peter Hollemans Darren Leith
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BC Airport Challenge

THE 2015 BC AIRPORT CHALLENGE 

Another great photo from Tom Dayton taken on a recent flight  to Lang-
ley.  There’s lots of great weather left in the summer.  Keep on flying!  
Take a photo at each destination and share it with Dispatch upon your 
return to be added to the standings.  Each destination is a chance to 
win great prizes.  And remember... when you fly with a non-pilot friend, 
they are entered into a draw for a Discovery Flight, and you get an extra 
entry for the monthly draw!

Current Standings:

Club Aircraft

1 Kevin S (13)
2 BJ C (9)
3 Ian B (9)

4 Jessica J (8)
5 Don D (7)

6 Colin W (5)
7 Ron J (5)

8 Rustom A (5)
9 Bill K (4)

10 Brett W (4)
11 Silvia Z (4)
12 Tom V (4)

13 Brenda M (3)
14 Cortland R (3)

15 Doug N (3)
16 Jamie W (3)
17 Joey M (3)

18 Andrew Y (2)
19 Callum E (2)
20 Crystal S (2)
21 Duncan C (2)
22 Howard P (2)

23 Scot E (2)

Owner Aircraft

1 Norman Y (31)
2 John L (8)
3 Tom D (5)

4 Dave W (4)
5 Simon C (2)

Safe flying everyone!

Thanks again to Doug 
Neal for keeping our 

map and online standings 
up to date at 

www.olantra.com/vfc/
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Feature Article

The Problem With People
Tracey Burns, Executive Coaching and Consulting

Editor’s Note: 
You’re going to read the 
title and ask, “What does 
this have to do with flight 
training and aviation?”  
Having a pilot’s licence 
is only one piece of what 
airlines are looking for in their 
employees.  Having excellent 
interpersonal skills and being 
a person that others love to 
be around goes a long way - 
in any industry!
Thanks Tracey! - CH

“Beneath every complaint is a 
request.”  
 - Unknown

The problem with people is that 
no two are alike and although 
that works in our favour, in 
some cases, it can work against 

us in the workplace. There are 
some traits and behaviours that 
prove to be more challenging 
to deal with than others and the 
impact on an organization that 
much more costly. How you 
handle the situations created by 
these types of people will be a 
true test of your leadership and 
at times, take all of the patience, 
compassion and discipline you 
are capable of. 

COMPLAINING:  
The person that is constantly 
complaining finds fault with 
everything and everyone. Even 
after experiencing the success 
of a project or accomplishment 
of a goal we find them… 
complaining. Consider that 
complaining is their way of 
communicating their requests. 
In other words, it is how they 
have adapted their language 
in order to be heard. As the 
quote says, beneath every 
complaint is a request and so 
when dealing with “complaining 
behaviour” it is always best 
to address the person one 
on one. Hear their complaint 
and acknowledge what you’ve 
heard. Then, ask them if they 
have thought about possible 
solutions to the problem that 
they are complaining about. 
Encourage them to come up 
with several solutions and if 
appropriate, work with them 
to implement.  In order for this 
process to be successful it 

will take repetition over time. 
There are many root causes of 
complaining, insecurity, fear of 
taking initiative, missing skills, 
fear of responsibility. 

At some point in their careers, 
you can expect your employees 
to complain. By creating a 
policy whereby you challenge 
your employees to create 
one to two possible solutions 
to their complaints you hold 
them responsible for their 
own success. Not only is this 
effective leadership, it promotes 
ownership and initiative.

GOSSIPING:  
Interestingly, the person who 
gossips does a lot of talking 
about situations and people 
with very little fact to back up 
their stories. The behavior is 
actually primitive and a normal 
part of our social development. 
In other words, according to 
psychologists, we all use gossip 
to protect or create our value 
in our social circles, establish 
social boundaries and bond 
with others. However, when 
gossiping gets out of control, 
this type of behavior can be 
insidious to an organization. 

It is imperative to address 
gossiping directly with the 
person exhibiting the behavior 
and to point to the impact on 
the team and/or organization 
as a result. Using compassion, 
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tact, and diplomacy, support 
the employee to see how 
their story contains a lot of 
interpretation and judgment 
versus fact. Be sure you create 
a foundation of trust and safety 
before having this conversation, 
hold the meeting privately 
and at a time where you are 
both able to be fully present. 
Have this conversation from 
a desire to make a difference, 
rather than from make wrong 
and punishment. The desired 
outcome is to end the behavior 
and the key to supporting any 
shift in behavior is compassion 
and patience. 

Gossiping is begun by one 
person and remains in an 
environment and culture 
because it is tolerated and/or 
perpetuated. Stop the behavior 
in its tracks by not participating. 
Support others to stop gossiping 
by modelling how you might 
handle it. 

There are several examples 
here:

•  Ask the person to speak 
directly to the person they are 
gossiping about;

•  Stop the person mid story 
with, “I’m sorry you feel that 
way, it sounds as though you 
need to take it up with them 
directly.” Or in some instances, 
a firmer position, “Thanks, I 
appreciate your perspective, I 
don’t participate in gossip.”

People who gossip chronically 
may need professional support 
to give up the behavior. 
Consider hiring a Professional 
Coach or other professional 
to work directly on the issue 
with the employee. Remember, 
behavior becomes habit and as 
with any habit, takes time and 
discipline to give up.

A complete alternative to 
negative gossiping is to 
actually encourage positive 
gossip. Making sure that your 
employees are armed with 
the facts, use the opportunity 
to perpetuate stories about 
new exciting initiatives and/or 
opportunities your organization 
or business is creating. Where 
possible, provide information on 
the future direction or vision for 
the future of your business or 
organization and then watch as 
morale builds. 

These are only two of many 
issues we face when dealing 
with people in our workplace. 
There are many other 
challenging personalities and/or 
behaviours. The important thing 
to remember is that there is 
gold in every “problem” we face 
and we are always at choice 
in how we will handle each 
situation as it arises. Problems 
provide us with opportunities to 
grow and develop as leaders 
and to test our knowledge 
and understanding. We are all 
unique and that uniqueness 
creates the world to be an 
interesting place to live.

“Knowing your own darkness is 
the best method for dealing with 
the darkness of other people.” 
– Carl Jung

Tracey Burns, PCC
Executive Coaching & 
Leadership Development
www.TraceyBurns.com

VFC SMILE CARDS
 Pick up your smile card today at the VFC office, and 5% of your grocery purchase will 
go towards creating scholarships and awards for VFC members.  Thank-you Thrifty 
Foods!  To date, the Victoria Flying Club has received over $14,000 from the Thrifty 
Foods Smile Card program.  These funds have been appreciated by all members of 
the club.  Thank-you Thrifty Foods!
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COPA Flight 6

Submitted by: Eleanor Eastick
I can’t deny that flying is 
delicious fun, but it is even more 
fun when it is shared with a 
bunch - the social aspect. We 
humans are social animals. 
Even pilots are human, capable 
of emotions of love, respect 
and admiration, if only for 
themselves. Gotcha!

Seriously, the original flyouts, 
way back when, were big 
occasions when every single 
club plane was booked and 
a stand-by list had to be 
created! There was even talk 
of holding a lottery for the 
available seats because of  
the popularity of the events. 
There was a tremendous spirit 
of camaraderie, a vibrant 
excitement at each highly 
anticipated flyout. 

Back in those days, there 
were only six, taking place on 
stat holidays beginning with 
Easter, followed by Victoria 
Day, Canada Day, BC Day, 
Labour Day and finishing with 
Thanksgiving. The destinations 
were published in February and 
every flight was fully booked 
right then and there. There was 
only one shot at each flyout, 
no rain dates. If the weather 
bombed on the holiday, that was 
it. The limited number of flyouts 
made them all the more exciting 
and sought after. 

There are plenty of great 
Canadian places near CYYJ. 
There can be walks on the 
beach in Tofino, picnics at 
Gillies Bay, and farther afield, 
Alert Bay, a beautiful old town, 
Port Hardy, a scenic longer 
flight, Hope (the longest grass 
runway in Canada), Oliver, 
Penticton and closer to home, 
lunch at the Cottonwood Golf 
club at CYCD, Nanaimo, always 
a good place to go and you can 
even play golf!

We even ventured to the US on 
a number of flyouts.  There are 
some great areas to be visited 
in a one day excursion; places 
in Oregon like the Spruce 
Goose in McMinnville, or the 
Tillamook aviation museum, or 
Seaside, an enchanting little 
town. We had flyouts to the 
Boeing Museum at Boeing Field 
or the Boeing plant at Paine 
Field - so much to see and so 
interesting!

We need volunteers to suggest 
destinations and activities - 
c’mon now; it was serious fun 
in the good old days. There are 
tons of fly-ins and grass roots 
air shows all over the Okanagan 
and southern BC during the 
summer. Let’s get going again!

Editor’s Note: 

In addition to being a former 
VFC Board Member and  
Editor of The Patrician for 
many years, Eleanor also lead 
the charge with the VFC flyout 
program for a number of 
years, and did a wonderful job 
of it! There are so many great 
stories and great memories 
from these events.  

In the past couple of years, 
the crew at COPA have 
done a fantastic job of 
organizing some really fun 
flyout events.  But there is 
definitely opportunity for 
more COPA and VFC member 
involvement.  This is open to 
absolutely anyone who loves 
to fly and who wants to get to 
know some other awesome 
people!  You don’t have to be 
a member of COPA, and you 
don’t even need to be finished 
with your flight training.  
Everyone is welcome to get 
involved!

If you’d like to help make 
some plans for a flyout 
schedule for the 2016 season, 
please email Christie at 
thepatrician@shaw.ca and 
we’ll make sure you get 
connected with the right folks 
to help make it happen! - CH
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SIGHTSEEING  PROFESSIONAL FLIGHT TRAINING  DISCOVERY FLIGHTS  AIRCRAFT RENTAL 

 VICTORIA FLYING CLUB 
 Leaders in Flight Training since 1946 

 
#101 – 1852 CANSO ROAD NORTH SAANICH, B.C. V8L 5V5 PH: (250) 656-2833 www.flyvfc.com  

2015 PRIVATE PILOT GROUNDSCHOOL SCHEDULE 
Classes Monday and Wednesday from 19:00 – 22:00 

DATE TOPIC INSTRUCTOR 
September 7th Labour Day – Holiday n/a 

September 9th Aerodynamics; Theory of Flight & Licencing IAIN 

September 14th Airframes & Engines DAVE 

September 16th Systems & Flight Instruments DAVE 

September 21st  Human Factors & Pilot Decision Making BRETT 

September 23rd Canadian Aviation Regulations BRETT 

September 28th Canadian Aviation Regulations BRETT 

September 30th Meteorology SEAN 

October 5th Meteorology SEAN 

October 7th Meteorology SEAN 

October 12th Thanksgiving - Holiday n/a 

October 14th Meteorology SEAN 

October 19th Meteorology SEAN 

October 21st Meteorology SEAN 

October 26th Flight Operations COLIN 

October 28th Flight Operations COLIN 

November 2nd Navigation COLIN 

November 4th Navigation COLIN 

November 9th Navigation COLIN 

November 11th Remembrance Day – Holiday  n/a 

November 16th Radio & Electronic Theory BRADY 

November 18th ATC COLIN 

November 23rd Review COLIN 

 

Ground School Course - $300  Ground School Kit - $250 

CALL CUSTOMER SERVICE TO REGISTER FOR GROUND SCHOOL TODAY. 
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VFC CLASSIFIEDS

Aircraft
Accomodation

Aviation Books and Gear 
Help Wanted

Email the details of your FREE Ad to: 
thepatrician@shaw.ca

VFC Classifieds

Fly between Victoria and destinations on 
Vancouver Island and the Lower Mainland. 
Charter an aircraft and take up to 3 people. 

(restrictions apply)

VFC CHARTER SERVICE     BE THERE IN MINUTES!

For more information or to book a flight
Email: tedk@flyvfc.com

Call: 1-250-474-0213


