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APRIL EVENTS

Book early for the next aircraft rental discount day, on April 
14th, Good Friday! The next discount day will be on May 
22nd, Victoria Day.

JOB OPENINGS

The Club has job openings for Line Crew, Dispatchers, and an 
experienced AME. You can stay on top of current postings on 
our website at http://flyvfc.com/jobs.

CPL CLASSES

The next round of CPL classes are being planned for this 
spring or summer. Contact Customer Service to get your 
name on the list for classes!

SCHOLARSHIPS

The BC Aviation Council members recognize the financial 
pressures faced by students pursuing studies in aviation and 
aerospace and is pleased to provide scholarships and awards 
for students on an annual basis.

Students can apply for cash awards ranging from $1,000 to 
$5,000.

Nominations are now open for 2017 scholarship 
submissions.  View criteria and all scholarships at http://www.
bcaviationcouncil.org/scholarships/.

DO YOU HAVE A ROOM FOR RENT?

We have many students that come from out of town to study 
at our Club and would like a room to rent. Bring a poster of 
your room for rent for our billboard in the hallway!

MAY 27 OPEN HOUSE
CALL FOR AIRCRAFT FOR 'SHOW AND SHINE'

This year's spring Open House will be held on May 27th; 
mark your calendars!  

In past years, the Open House has included a 'Show and 
Shine,' providing the opportunity for those in the aviation 
community to show off their aircraft. There is no cost to 
be included in the Show and Shine. If you would like to 
participate, you can contact Gerry Mants or Marcel Poland at 
the VFC office: 250-656-2833 or info@flyvfc.com.

DAKOTA CAFE

The Dakota Cafe is conducting a draw in conjunction with 
asking for suggestions and opinions about what is (continued) 

News Around the Club
VFC News

Image left: Our next Open House is set for May 27th. Bring your airplane and check out the other planes on the ramp!
Image middle: The Dakota Cafe helped celebrate Women of Aviation Week with a Tea and Treat special.
Image right: Local pilot Paul O'Reilly with his Nieuport replica in a C-17, ready to fly to France as part of the VIMY Flight team for 
Battle of Vimy Ridge ceremonies.
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AIRCRAFT RENTAL DISCOUNT HOURS

Special holidays, e.g. Good Friday

Monday to Friday, 1700–0930 
$10/hr rental discount, or
0.2 simulator time credit per hour of flight 
(approximate value $20)

Saturday and Sunday, 1700–0930 
$15/hr rental discount, or
0.3 simulator time credit per hour of flight 
approximate value $30)

NEWS AND EVENTS

APR 1 Nanaimo Flying Club brunch

APR 1 PrepAIR at Boundary Bay

APR 8 PrepAIR at Nanaimo Airport

APR 9 100 year anniversary of Vimy Ridge

APR 14 Good Friday - Aircraft rental discount

APR 15, 16 San Diego, Red Bull Air Race World 
Championship

APR 20 Career Fair at SJ Willis

APR 29 PrepAIR at Victoria International 
Airport

MAY 14 Mother's Day

MAY 22 Victoria Day - Aircraft rental discount

MAY 27 VFC's Open House

MAY 27 Parksville Qualicum Aero Club (PQAC)
Fly-In

JUL 8 PQAC Airshow

VFC News

working well at the Cafe and what you would like to see 
changed. Fill out the brief form during your next meal!

PARKING, LOUNGE, HANGAR NEWS

With the upgrades happening in and around the Club, there are 
now more spaces to park. Contact the office to find out more 
about space and pricing.

Lounge bookings are filling up for the spring and summer. If you 
are planning an event, be sure to call the office to make sure 
there is a time slot open to you and to make your booking.

On the note of booking ahead, VFC is looking forward to a busy 
spring and summer season and advises making your reservations 
for recreational flights and aircraft early on.

VIMY RIDGE - 100 YEARS

In commemoration of 100 years since the Battle of Vimy Ridge, 
pilots from the VIMY Flight team based out of Comox will be 
participating in ceremonies in France. Two Sopwith Camel 
"Pups" and four Nieuport scout aircraft were flown to France 
inside a C-17 mid-March. Stay tuned on this website for more 
details:
Canada.ca/vimy-100 

EAA AIRVENTURE - OSHKOSH 2018

Doug MacMillan is gathering a list of people who might be 
interested in joining together in a charter trip to Oshkosh for the 
annual airshow for July 2018. He can be contacted at aeronut@
telus.net. 

AGM NEWS 
 
VFC is a not-for-profit organization, meaning that the Club 
belongs to each individual who pays a membership, and that 
any financial profit belongs to the Club and not to individuals. 
The Club is governed by a volunteer board who are elected each 
year at the AGM. Our board brings a mix of business experience 
combined with a love of flying and a passion for the success of 
the Victoria Flying Club. They put in significant unpaid hours to 
make sure VFC remains a safe, affordable, and fun place to fly.

VFC members enjoyed the annual AGM on March 2nd with 
about 60 people attending. The overall theme discussed was 
that the industry is changing, and we at the VFC are changing 
with it. Already, many improvements in operational processes 
have been made, including the use of in-house software for 
more efficient record-keeping and the introduction of more 
structure into our programs. Also, with upgrades at the Victoria 
International Airport and also with the area around the Club, 
we now have more space for parking aircraft. To find out more 
about this, talk with Marcel at the office.
(continued on page 5)
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VFC News

REGISTRATION CLOSES SOON

Prepare to PrepAIR. Participate at our free, Transport Canada 
accredited pilot refreshers this spring, and realize your voice in 

your local aviation community. Spaces still available for our YCD 
(April 8) and YYJ (April 29) seminars. 

Details and registration at prepair.ca/seminars 
P r e s e n t e d  b y

VFC'S NEWEST BOARD MEMBER

VFC welcomes Chris Peschke as the newest board member, 
serving as Treasurer. Chris looks forward to contributing to 
the Club's success with his years of experience.

Chris was born in Montreal, QC in 1963 and joined the 
Navy out of high school, as a reservist for eight years and 
subsequently as a member of the regular forces for 29 years. 
He continues to serve in the RCN as a Commander and is 
currently Commander Sea Training Pacific, a seagoing training 

organization that prepares 
and certifies naval ships for 
operations. His previous 
posts include command 
of the frigate HMCS 
HALIFAX, XO of HMCS 
MONTREAL, Project 
Director for the Canadian 
Surface Combatant Project 
in National Defence 
Headquarters, and 
various other seagoing 
staff, instructional, and 
operations billets.

Exposed to aviation at a young age, his father was a former 
Luftwaffe Navigator during WWII, and after immigrating to 
Canada, worked for Trans Canada Airlines and then Pratt & 
Whitney Aircraft in Montreal. In the Navy, Chris was inspired 
to become a pilot after becoming an Anti-Air Warfare 
Controller, a shipboard position which controls airspace, 
fighter aircraft and maritime air defence. He was inspired by 
a single mission over the North Sea in an RAF E3D Sentry 
where they let him sit in the left seat and control the aircraft 
(under very close supervision). Having been bitten by the 
flying bug, Chris completed his PPL and night rating at VFC, 
his VFR OTT rating in Brampton, Ontario, and his CPL and 
multi-engine rating back at VFC. He also recently completed 
his float rating which he describes as more fun than humans 
are entitled to have. Due to the itinerant nature of naval life, 
Chris has had the opportunity to experience flying life in 
Toronto, Halifax (Truro Flying Club), and Ottawa (Rockliffe 
Flying Club), but has always returned to the “best Flying 
Club in Canada," the Victoria Flying Club. He is married to 
Vivienne of Birmingham, England and is thrilled to be the 
newest member of VFC’s Board of Directors.

Have news or a story to tell? Email us at flyvfcmarketing@gmail.
com for a chance to have your news or story published in The 
Patrician.
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VFC News

The 
Little 
Pilot 
Shop

While you are at the 
Victoria Flying Club, don't 
forget to take a look at 
our 'Little Pilot Shop.' We 
have warm jackets (great 
conversation starters!), 
IPad mounts, mag lights 
and more! 
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Editor's note: Over April 9th - 12th, the Battle of Vimy Ridge 
will be remembered by millions on its 100th anniversary. It 
was a pivotal moment in Canadian history, when Canadian 
troops earned a reputation as a formidable force. Previous 
French attacks over the seven kilometre ridge had failed with 
over 100,000 casualties. Canadian forces were able to seize 
Vimy Ridge in April 1917 with more than 10,000 Canadians 
killed and wounded, a victory won at a terrible cost.

A big thank you to Doug Rollins of the BC Aviation Museum 
for sharing his article about Vancouver Islander Joe Fall, a 
Canadian Ace who fought during WWI and as a pilot during 
the Battle of Vimy Ridge. For further information about Joe 
and his life and contributions in the Cowichan Valley, go to the 
Canadian Museum of Flight's website: 
http://www.canadianflight.org/content/gc-joseph-fall

Katy Earl, Editor

Contributed by Doug Rollins: 
Among the pantheon of 374 Canadian Aerial Aces, pilots 
with at least 5 victories, there are many well-known and 
famous names, including Billy Bishop, Alan McLeod, Billy 
Barker, Don MacLaren, and ‘Screwball’ Buerling.  Many 
aces came from British Columbia, and a significant number 
called Vancouver Island home, including Canada’s second 
highest scoring ace, Raymond Colishaw, as well as ‘Woody' 

Woodward and 'Stocky' Edwards.  What is less well-
known, even to historians, is that the 6th person on the 
all-time Canadian scoring list also came from Vancouver 
Island.  Not only that, he became the only Canadian flier to 
win the Distinguished Service Cross three times.  Virtually 
unknown, his name was Joseph Stewart Temple Fall, and 
he was a Royal Navy Air Service pilot during World War I, 
credited with 36 aerial victories.

It would be natural to think that Joe Fall had an easy path 
to his outstanding flying career, but such was not the case.  
Born in 1895 on a farm in the Cowichan Valley, as a young 
man of 20 he tried to join the Canadian Army in 1915 but 
was rejected as medically unfit for duty.  As a fourteen-
year old he had suffered a skull fracture in a fall on the 
farm, and was gravely injured.  A doctor in nearby Victoria 
performed a life-saving operation, but Fall was left with 
permanent scars from the accident.  

Undeterred, in the fall of 1915, Fall enrolled in a Montreal 
School of Flying, but upon arriving discovered that it was 
not yet in operation.  He then arranged to go to Dayton, 
Ohio to attend a preliminary flying course at the Stinson 
School of Flying.  Returning to Montreal, he learned that 
the school’s only aircraft had crashed.  However, while 
waiting for a replacement aircraft, Joe was accepted by 
the Royal Naval Air Service and promptly paid his own way 
over to England.  The hurdle of the military medical was 

The Great Canadian Ace You've Never Heard Of
The Story of Joseph Stewart Temple Fall
Contributed by Doug Rollins

Image left: Sub-Lt. Joe Fall in his military uniform.
Image right: A Sopwith Camel, a British First World War single-seat biplane fighter aircraft introduced on the Western Front in 1917.
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overcome by growing his hair longer to cover his scars and 
not mentioning the farm accident.

Successfully completing his training, by October 1916 Fall 
was serving as a bomber pilot flying the Sopwith One-and-
a-Half Strutter with a French Unit on the Western Front.  
This was unglamorous and dangerous work.  In early 1917 
Fall was reposted to No. 3 Naval Squadron flying Sopwith 
Pups, the agile predecessor to the Sopwith Camel.  Joe 
was finally in his element.  In his very first combat, on 11 
April 1917, the young Canadian downed three German 
Albatross fighters and won the DSC.  Fall became a double 
ace on 7 July, when he downed another three enemy 
aircraft, this time flying the deadly Sopwith Camel.  With 
his score steadily rising toward 30 victories, in October 
1917 he was awarded a bar to his DSC.  

By now a Flight Lieutenant, Fall scored his last victory 
on 22 December 1917, at which time he was posted 
back to England.  In April 1918 he joined the School of 
Aerial Gunnery as an instructor and was still there when 
the Great War ended on 11 November 1918.  For his 
outstanding contributions to the field of aerial gunnery, 
Fall made a yet another trip to Buckingham Palace to 
receive his third Distinguished Service Cross, with an Air 
Force Cross thrown in for good measure.  He finished the 
war with 36 victories and two balloons to his credit, as 
well as a permanent commission in the Royal Air Force. 

Following World War I, Fall had a diverse career in the 
RAF, including a tour on early aircraft carriers, service in 
the Middle East, and duty in a Training School.  Promoted 
to Squadron Leader in 1929, he was posted to the Royal 
Aircraft Establishment Experimental Section at Farborough 
where he was a test pilot and flew early autogyros.  The 
outbreak of World War II found Joe a Wing Commander 
and posted to Egypt.  His flying days over, he then 
commanded a bomber unit in the Middle East until 
recalled to England in 1943.  At his own request he was 
posted to command No. 35 Service Flying Training School 
at North Battleford, Saskatchewan, and later assumed 
command of No 33 Elementary Flying Training School at 
Carberry, Manitoba.  On 11 March 1945, with both the 
war and the BCATP training program winding down, Joe 
Fall retired from active duty.

Returning to the Cowichan Valley on Vancouver Island, 
Joe started a dairy farm just outside of Duncan, BC, 
which he operated for almost 30 years.  On 1 December 
1988, Joe Fall died at the Extended Care Unit in Duncan, 
B.C.  He was 93 years old, had survived some of the most 
hazardous air battles ever seen, served with distinction 
in the RAF and RCAF in both World Wars, was the only 
Canadian to win the DSO three times, became one of the 
highest-scoring Canadian aces of all-time, and yet remains 
virtually unknown to this day.

Image left: Sub-Lt. Joe Fall with a Sopwith Pup. Image credit: from http://www.canadianflight.org/content/gc-joseph-fall
Image right: Portrait of Joe Fall in later years.
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First Solos and 
Member 

Achievements

Whitney Forde
Instructor: Laura Van Buskirk

New Members
Andrew Gear
Chad Thiessen
Chris Lichty
James Chambers
Johnathan Brainin
Madison Russell
Marc Baudon
Mike Ferguson
Mike Gillis
Nick Beaton
Rafal Mokly

Robert Bergeron
Shotaro Suwa
Sol Andruschak
Sonny Mantel

First Solo
Dane Campbell
Evan Farkvam
Shadunjen Van Kampen
Whitney Forde

PPL Licence
Brendan Manahan
Ron Steeper
Scott Auringer

PPL Flight Test
Tristan Steven

CPL Licence
Jack Luettger

Dane Campbell
Instructor: Silvia Zilker

Shadunjen van Kampen
Instructor: Eugene Nehring

“Without disruption of air traffic, these fearless, 
forthright, indomitable and courageous individuals 

did venture into the wild blue yonder in flying 
machines.  Furthermore, these skillful individuals 

did safely land said flying machines at Victoria 
International Airport, incurring no significant 

damage to self or machine, thus completing first 
solo flights.”  

Evan Farkvam
Instructor: Brady Tucker
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PPL Licence
Brendan Manahan
Ron Steeper
Scott Auringer

PPL Flight Test
Tristan Steven

CPL Licence
Jack Luettger

Diploma in Business Administration 
—Aviation Option

continuingstudies.uvic.ca/aviation

Combine flight training with a prestigious 
university business diploma tailored to the 
aviation industry.

If you’re graduating or have recently graduated 
from high school and want to become a 
commercial airline pilot, this program is for 
you!

Employers recognize that good pilots 
do more than fly aircraft; they are active 
problem solvers, strategic decision makers, and 
superior communicators. The most successful 
are skilled in business management, 
leadership, team building, and crew resource 
management.

Classes are held at the Victoria International 
Airport or at the University of Victoria campus 
over a nine-month period.

The unique program schedule means you can 
complete both your private and commercial 
pilot’s license and the Diploma in Business 
Administration.

The only entrance requirements are successful 
completion of Grade 12, the desire for a career 
in aviation, and the motivation to complete an 
intensive business program.

To learn more or to apply, please contact: 
Business and Management Programs
T 250-721-8073/8072 
bmt@uvic.ca
For information about flight training, contact 
the Victoria Flying Club:
T 250-656-2833
info@flyvfc.com

Offered in collaboration with 
the Victoria Flying Club
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The COPA Flight 6 Board consists of:

Flight Captain (President): Rob Shemilt 
Co-Captain (Vice President): Allan Rempel 
Navigator (Treasurer): Art Reitsma

The April COPA Flight 6 meeting will feature Darren 
Gauthier, president of the Victoria Remote Control 
Modelers Society, who will be talking to us about the 
world of RC aircraft. You may have seen them at the 
VRCMS Flying Field, aka Michell Field on Lochside Drive 
just south of Michell Farms. The VRCMS holds an annual 
air show in August that attracts RC pilots from all over 

North America. More information can be found on their web 
site.

http://vrcms.asyuler.com

The next COPA Flight 6 meeting, Tuesday May 2nd, will be 
a presentation on some Electronic Flight Bag (EFB) tools, 
specifically FltPlan Go. COPA Flight 6 Co-Captain Allan 
Rempel will be talking about some apps for mobile phones 
and tablets (iOS and Android) that can enhance situational 
awareness in planes whose panels don't always have the 
latest glass cockpit products. Those who have their own app 
suggestions are welcome to chime in, and those who may be 
more familiar can discuss the relative merits of the dominant 
EFB tool, ForeFlight, if they like. Meetings are held in the 
Victoria Flying Club pilots' lounge at 7:00 PM. 

FLY-OUT BUG 
COPA Flight 6

COPA Quadrant

VFC smile cards 
Pick up your smile card today at the VFC office, and 5% of your grocery purchase will go towards creat-
ing scholarships and awards for VFC members. To date, the Victoria Flying Club has received over 
$17,995 from the Thrifty Foods Smile Card program.  These funds have been appreciated by all mem-
bers of the club.  Thank you Thrifty Foods!

Image left: From Instagram: the.real.cowboy.pilot. Image right: From Instagram: matthewhughson, over Tofino.
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Ground School Schedule
Spring 2017

Private Pilot 
Classes run Mon. and Wed. from 19:00 to 22:00.

DATE TOPIC INSTRUCTOR

Apr 3 Airframes & Engines Dave

Apr 5 Systems & Flight Instruments Dave

Apr 10 Human Factors & Pilot Decision Making Silvia

Apr 12 Meteorology I Sean

Apr 17 NO CLASS - EASTER MONDAY N/A

Apr 19 Meteorology II Sean

Apr 24 Meteorology III Sean

Apr 26 Meteorology IV Sean

May 1 Meteorology V Sean

May 3 Meteorology VI Sean

May 8 Flight Operations I Eugene

Ground School Course: $350
Ground School Kit: $275
Learn to Fly package: $675

www.islandblue.com

Victoria: 905 Fort St., Victoria BC  V8V 3K3  Tel: 250-385-9786
Sidney: 2411 Beacon Ave., Sidney BC  V8L 2X2  Tel: 250-656-1233

print & imaging

book printing

art & framing

The Victoria Flying Club operates a charter service to a variety of 
destinations the lower BC area. VFC Charter offers inexpensive, 
timely, and direct transportation to places not serviced by other 
commercial carriers.

The charter service is an on-demand operation (no set schedules) 
and is operational in day VFR conditions. Please contact us for 
more information on destinations and costs.

For more information or to book a flight
Email: tedk@flyvfc.com

Call: 1-778-350-3213

VFC CHARTER SERVICE - BE THERE IN MINUTES!
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