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VFC News

News Around the Club
AFTER HOURS FLIGHTS

1940s HANGAR DANCE & FUNDRAISER

Those long summer evenings are so perfect for
flying! The VFC office is open from 8am to 8pm
currently. We are happy to accomodate flights
outside of office hours. If you will be arriving or
departing outside of the posted hours, please let
us know and we'll make sure you have everything
you need arranged ahead of time.

July 29th, 4pm in the Victoria Air Maintenance
Hangar. Tickets go on sale June 1st.
This is a fundraising event for the Catalina
Preservation Society. Let's help our friends out
and show our appreciation for all the hard work
and hours they have put into the restoration of this
amazing aircraft!

We wanted to mention a few things to note, if you
are returning an aircraft to VFC after the office
staff and line crew have locked up for the night.
Let's work together to make sure our aircraft are
secure, safe, and ready for the next day's flights!

Live Music featuring The Commodores Big Band!
Airplane talk, swing dancing, silent auction & door
prizes. Come dressed in your best - 1940s style!

1. The control lock should be in.
2. Doors closed with handles flush to the aircraft.
3. The aircraft should be chocked on both sides.
4. Please tie down both sides with a secure knot.
5. Gust lock on the tail if winds are +20 knots.
6. Journey log, headsets, keys returned to the box
outside the airside door.

Tickets are $50 per person and include dinner.
Gourmet burgers and chips from DeadBeetz Fresh
Food Truck. Vegetarian and gluten free options
will be available.
Follow Victoria Air Maintenance for event
information or The Catalina Preservation Society
to find out more about the aircraft and the
restoration work.

Please let us know if you have any questions.
We're always happy to help!
NEWEST VFC MEMBER
Katy Earl, Editor of
The Patrician for the
past year and a half, is
taking a break for a few
months, and here's why!
We want to welcome
baby Hazel to the VFC
family and offer our
congratulations to Katy
and Scott. We'll look
forward to Hazel's first
flight in a C172!
Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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MAID IN THE SHADE RETURNS TO VFC!
June 19 - 26 at the Victoria Flying Club!
Aircraft ground tours - $5/person or $10/family.
Flights start at $325 US. More details to follow.

NEWS AND EVENTS
JUN 10

BC Coast 99's Poker Run

JUN 17

Aviation Egress Training

JUN 19 - 26

B-25 Maid in the Shade at VFC

JUL 8

PQAC Airshow

JUL 10-16

Texada Island Aviation Week Festival

JUL 12-15

Texada Aerospace Camp

JUL 15

Texada Fly-In Fling Dance & Party

JUL 16

Texada Annual Fly-In

JUL 22

Aviation Egress Training

JUL 27

BCAM Open House

AUG 5, 6

Victoria's Largest Little Airshow

AUG 9

Penticton Peach Festival with Air
Show

AUG 11-13

Abbotsford International Air Show

SEP

COPA For Kids. Date TBD

SEP 9, 10

BC Precision Aerobatics Championship

The B-25J Mitchell was named after General Billy
Mitchell, a famous Army Air Corps general of the
1920s and 1930s. It proved to be one of the best
weapons and was possibly the most versatile
aircraft of WWII. Heavily armed, it was utilized
for high- and low-level bombing, strafing, photo
reconnaissance, submarine patrol, and a fighter.
Its most distinguishing role was in the historic raid
over Tokyo in 1942 by the Doolittle Raiders. The
B-25J saw duty in every combat area flown by the
Dutch, British, Chinese, Russian, Australian, and
US forces.
This particular B-25J, Maid In The Shade, served
her last wartime duty with the 319th Bomb Group,
437th Squadron at Serraggia Airbase, Corsica.
There it was assigned Battle Number 18. The plane
then proceeded to fly 15 combat missions over
Italy between November 4 and December 31,
1944. The majority of the targets were railroad
bridges.
By 1947 there were only a few hundred B-25s
remaining that performed a variety of training,
reconnaissance, and support roles. Civilian use
also included utility, transport, and agriculture
duties.
Flight Details:

AIRCRAFT RENTAL DISCOUNT HOURS

Number of Passengers: 7
Price: $325 US per seat in waist gunner
compartment or $650 US per seat in flight deck.
Accessibility: Must be able to climb ladder and into
front and aft sections.
Ear Protection: Earplugs provided or bring your
own.
Flight Intensity: Medium (similar to a commercial
airliner; may feel low G-forces on turns/banks.)

Special holidays, e.g. Canada Day, Civic Holiday,
Labour Day
Monday to Friday, 1700–0930
$10/hr rental discount, or
0.2 simulator time credit per hour of flight
(approximate value $20)
Saturday and Sunday, 1700–0930
$15/hr rental discount, or
0.3 simulator time credit per hour of flight
approximate value $30)

June 2017
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News
Women VFC
in Aviation

June 19 - 26

Open to the public.
Please join us!

Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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COPA Flight 6

FLY-OUT BUG
COPA Flight 6
The COPA Flight 6 Board consists of:

aviation tools in working condition or otherwise.
And for anyone wishing to really step up, John
would love to get his hands on an airworthy, or
even static single engine plane. Of course, tax
deductible receipts are issued.

Flight Captain (President): Rob Shemilt
Co-Captain (Vice President): Allan Rempel
Navigator (Treasurer): Art Reitsma

The June COPA Flight 6 meeting on Tuesday,
June 6th. at 7:00 PM will be a presentation by
Dr. Allan Rempel. Allan's presentation will be
on Electronic Flight Bag (EFB) tools, specifically
FltPlan Go. Allan will cover apps for mobile
phones and tablets (iOS and Android) that
can enhance situational awareness in aircraft
whose panels don't always have the latest glass
cockpit products. Those who have their own app
suggestions are encouraged to participate in the
presentation and those who are more familiar can
discuss the relative merits of the dominant EFB
tool, ForeFlight.

The May COPA Flight 6 meeting was attended
by 21 people and the guest speaker was John
Sumner from Greater Victoria School District #61
Aviation & Design Program.
Ten years ago John left the UK on an international
teacher exchange and has never looked back.
John spent 25 years in the British Royal Navy and
was involved in the helicopter rotary program
on board frigates. His background in aviation led
him to develop the local aviation program offered
to students in all three school districts, with 18
students currently enrolled.

Please join us Tuesday, June 6th. from 7:00PM9:00PM at the Victoria Flying Club pilots lounge.

John teaches aircraft design systems, then the
students follow with an engineering introduction
at Camosun College. Upon completing in-class
studies, students are placed throughout the
region in aviation related businesses, such as
Viking Air, Harbour Air and Pacific Sky Aviation.
Students learn about the business they are placed
into and one student even completed a wing rib
which was more than good enough to be installed
on a production Twin Otter.

As always, you neither need to be a member of
COPA National nor Victoria Flying Club to attend.
We meet the first Tuesday of each month at
Victoria Flying Club pilots’ lounge starting at 7:00
PM.
For more information:
Email: copaflight6@gmail.com
Blog: copaflight6.blogspot.ca

All students receive at least two introductory
flights at Victoria Flying Club as well as ground
school. In closing John is always looking for
anyone wishing to donate aircraft parts or
Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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VFC OPEN HOUSE
What an amazing day we had at the Open House
on Saturday, May 27th! Under clear blue skies,
we welcomed new members, curious locals, and
a great crowd of VFC regulars to the club. We
couldn't have asked for a better day, and it was so
much fun showing off what we do at the Victoria
Flying Club, and catching up with friends.
Highlights of the day included first ever flights
for some of our visitors, and a ramp full of great
aircraft for everyone to enjoy. Thanks to the
VFC staff who worked so hard to make the day a
success, to our partners and friends in the industry
who participated, to the pilots who shared their
planes with us, and to everyone who came out for
the event. We can't wait for the next one!

June 2017
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TOWER TALK

majority of you that have dealt with a flight service
specialist or controller before on the radio, know
we are more than just the voice on the other end
of the line.

June 2017

By: Simon Dennis, YYJ Tower ATC, ATPL

For those of you that don’t deal with us on a day
to day basis, or are perhaps beginning your own
exciting journey in aviation, it is a pleasure to
meet you. To everyone - remember, we are first
and foremost here to provide a service. At YYJ
Tower, we strongly feel part of this service is
about making ourselves available to you in ways
‘off-air’. This is manifested through PrepAIR - an
extension of the dialogue we share on air, and I
feel it very important to continually extend the
invitation to you to contact us using this channel.
From student pilot to ATPL holder, and be it about
a conversation on air, a specific procedure, one
On May 1st of this year, we rebranded our
of our publications, a PrepAIR seminar, or just
company image and logo for the first time since
general feedback about our services, we want
our inception on November 1st, 1996. For those of to hear from you - the positive and the negative.
you that were familiar with our old logo, our new
Though this feedback loop primarily applies to
NAV CANADA logo is an evolution of the original,
YYJ topics, if you have anything to say related
using a modern, vibrant blue to reflect the hues
to NAV CANADA further afield than YYJ, please
in the sky and radiating a sense of innovation,
again feel free to share. We will either have an
inspiration, and trust. At the bottom of the logo,
answer or if not, contact the respective employees
an updated version of the wing offers a sense of
that do. Listening to what our users have to say
advancement, and doubles as a design element.
as feedback is as true a measure as any of our
Our new logo is depicted at the top of this page. So, performance, and we are serious listeners.
why you may ask am I describing a logo? Raising
awareness of NAV CANADA and our image, not
Locally, PrepAIR’s website will be used as a face of
only amongst the aviation community, but the
this permanent means of contact - please navigate
general public, is one of current focal points. A
to prepair.ca/contact, and any transmission you
recent survey we conducted pointed out that 97
make will be received directly by myself with as
per cent of Canadians believe that our ANS (Air
quick of a response as we can. I encourage you
Navigation Service) is working very well, but only
to explore the rest of PrepAIR’s website, and to
16 per cent know it is run by NAV CANADA. There subscribe to our newsletter for the latest news.
is evidently a recognition gap here, and we want to Continuing with our expansion from this year,
reach out to narrow it. We trust that ground-level
numerous new PrepAIR seminars and outreach
initiatives like PrepAIR and simply writing this
programs are currently in the planning stages for
article are effective avenues to do so.
later this year and throughout 2018, meaning you
Hello everyone, and I trust you have been enjoying
the welcome spell of beautiful summer-like
weather, be that up in the air or on the ground.
After a few months of using this article to
discuss NAV CANADA’s PrepAIR - our recently
concluded series of pilot refresher seminars that
we offered this year in YYJ, YCD and ZBB, it seems
appropriate that I now reintroduce this column by
reintroducing (or perhaps introducing if we haven’t
yet met) my organization, NAV CANADA, to you
all.

will have even more of a chance to participate in
our events and join the local aviation community’s
conversation. Have an idea as to a topic or event
you would like to see discussed at a future event?
We’d appreciate hearing from you via the above
contact information. As well, I encourage you to
explore NAV CANADA’s website at navcanada.
ca to get a much more in-depth idea as to who we
are, including our newly released corporate blog at
blog.navcanada.ca.

From being a founding partner of Aireon LLC,
an international joint venture deploying a space
based Automatic Dependent SurveillanceBroadcast (ADS-B) system that will expand air
traffic surveillance to all regions of the globe, to
PrepAIR seminars that bring local voices together
to share ideas and communicate in ways not
seen before, NAV CANADA’s 4800 employees
(including controllers, flight service specialists,
engineers, technical operations, management
and support staff) have a broad reach. For the
June 2017
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NEW BEST PRACTICES FOR
RUNWAY 27 RUN-UPS AT CYYJ
On May 25th, myself and Darlene George,
my manager here at YYJ Tower, along with
representatives from Transport Canada, the
Victoria Airport Authourity, the Commissionaires
(responsible for airport security), Victoria Flying
Club, Pacific Sky Aviation, and Vancouver Island
Helicopters participated in one of our Runway
Safety Committee meetings. This group is
spearheaded by Victoria Tower and meets three
times a year to discuss issues related to runway
and airport safety. It’s existence is also one of the
primary reasons we created PrepAIR, bringing the
multi-user safety discussion model to the general
flying public.
One topic that came out of last week’s meeting
was the location of run-ups for aircraft departing
runway 27. Traditionally, for aircraft originating
from Apron 4 (east ramp and VFC) and either
departing or backtracking from the Whiskey
intersection, run-ups are done on the edge of the
Shell Aerocentre ramp, just south of the east end
of taxiway Echo. Often there are multiple aircraft
running up on the edges of the hard surface,
both up to the edge of Echo, and the entrance to
the Shell ramp. The prop-wash, noise and close
proximity of aircraft to vehicles, pedestrians
and other aircraft on the Shell ramp has been
identified as a legitimate safety hazard. These
run-ups also pose a hazard to aircraft with larger
wing spans taxiing on Echo to Whiskey, with many

unable to get by, meaning the aircraft running up
is effectively blocking the entrance to the runway.
Further more under the current situation, when
an aircraft has completed a run-up, they are able
to taxi to the hold short line and switch to tower
frequency at their discretion. Whiskey is the only
standard entry point for runway 27, and aircraft
taking their own place in line post run-up often
cause a disruption to ATC’s sequencing plans for
other departing aircraft, specifically commercial
aircraft with specific departure times that must be
adhered to for flow control purposes.
Due to the lack of a specific run-up area for
runway 27 (unlike runway 09 where there is a
dedicated run-up area at the west end of Echo), it
is recommended by the Runway Safety Committee
that moving forward the best practice for aircraft
originating from the east apron (Apron 4) and
departing runway 27 is to complete their run-up
on the east apron (again referred to as Apron 4,
see CFS). This can be done either at the Victoria
Flying Club or further south of it along the apron,
but always short of taxiway Sierra, and can be done
of course either prior to calling clearance delivery,
or after receiving clearance but prior to calling
ground. As a courtesy, if all pilots can get into the
habit of advising ground that you are “ready for
taxi, run-up complete”, it would be appreciated.
This will first and foremost alleviate the safety
concern of run-ups being done in close proximity
to both the Shell ramp and taxiways Echo and
Whiskey, and secondly allow ATC to much better
sequence departing aircraft in a safe, orderly and
efficient manner. For those aircraft originating
from other locations on the field that have been
using run-up areas other then the entrance to
the Shell ramp, please continue to do so, as these
locations present much less of a safety hazard
and conflict. Please contact me via the link above,
alternatively at simon.dennis@navcanada.ca, or
grab my attention seeing me around the tower or
VFC for any comments or questions relating to this
practice.
Regards,
Simon

Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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Ben Roth
Instructor: Silvia Zilker

Doug Downs
Instructor: Imran Ismail

Jason Child
Instructor: Brady Tucker

Joel Reimer
Instructor: Eugene Nehring

Kazuki Tanaka
Instructor: Imran Ismail

Mami Iijima
Instructor: Silvia Zilker

Shotaro Suwa
Instructor: Michael Bahrey

Stas Kouzmine
Instructor: Luc Arsenault
11
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VFC Achievements
“Without disruption of
air traffic, these fearless,
forthright, indomitable and
courageous individuals did
venture into the wild blue
yonder in flying machines.
Furthermore, these skillful
individuals did safely land said
flying machines at Victoria
International Airport, incurring
no significant damage to self or
machine, thus completing first
solo flights.”

New Members
Daniel Magog
Calvin Tang
Robert Millen
Katrina Bosecker
Gregory Allan
Shane Heneghan
Ernie Urdal
Joshua Allen
Jessamyn Cull
Austin Hinde
Brendan Schneider
Bowen Liu
Annie Yeoh
Henry Saldyga
Lucas Rucastle
Ross Park
Thomas Ripley

First Solo
Shotaro Suwa
Benjamin Roth
Stas Kouzmine
Mami Iijima
Joel Reimer
Doug Downs
Kazuki Tanaka
Jason Child

CPL Flight Test
Braeden Clark
Multi-Engine
Flight Test
Eric Leocadio
Nicholas Byers

PPL Written Test
Dane Campbell
PPL Flight Test
Shadunjen
VanKampen
Zachary Rowbotham

AVIATION EGRESS SYSTEMS
EGRESS TRAINING saves lives 30 to date
PILOT AND PASSENGER EGRESS TRAINING
one day in pool course for Fixed Wing and Helicopter
Emergency Egress Training offered at

Saturday June 17, 2017
SATURDAY July 22, 2017 @ VICTORIA
Bryan Webster TC AWARD WINNING INSTRUCTOR
Training Cost $ 295.00 PLUS GST per student
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
250-704-6401
www.dunkyou.com / info@dunkyou.com

Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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C172 to B767:

Interview with Yasuhiro Koide
Yasuhiro Koide, known to many VFC folks as Koide, is
a former VFC instructor, and now a First Officer with
Air Canada. I caught up with him by email to find out
more about what he is currently doing and how he got
there. It is always a treat to hear from our alumni and
to celebrate their successes! ~CH
CH: Lots of our readers will remember you from your
time as an instructor at VFC, but for those who haven’t
had the pleasure of flying with you, can you tell us a bit
about yourself?
Koide: I came to Canada in 2002 from Japan in order to
pursue my career in aviation. I started my PPL training
in Saskatoon at a flight school that my acquaintance
found for me. It was in the middle of winter when I
started flying. Coming from a relatively mild winter in
Japan, the severe cold temperature in Saskatoon was
a bit of a shock to me. My finances didn’t allow me to
own a car. Therefore, I bought a mountain bike as my
main mode of transportation. Riding a bicycle to the
airport in harsh weather conditions did not discourage
me from following my passion in aviation. I finished
my PPL training several months later, and I returned
to Japan. In 2006, I returned to Canada to resume
flight training. I chose to come to Victoria this time as
Victoria has a more mild climate. I completed my CPL
and Flight Instructor Rating training at the Victoria
Flying Club. A few years later, I obtained my Multi and
Instrument Ratings through Pro-IFR Victoria.
CH: We were really excited to hear about your new
position. How did you progress from student pilot to
767 FO?
Koide: I flew C-152s and C-172s during my PPL, CPL,
and Flight Instructor Rating training. My Multi and
IFR training was on a Piper Seminole. After working
as a flight instructor for almost 4 years, I started flying
a Beech King Air 200 in 2012 for Nor-Alta Aviation, a
medevac company in northern Alberta. I was an FO
initially, and towards the end of my time there I was
promoted to a Captain position. As I was finishing up
my captain upgrade training, Jazz Aviation offered me
a first officer position for their Calgary base. I decided
to accept the offer, and I started training in April 2014.
June 2017

For the first year and half, I flew Dash-8-100/300
primarily in western Canada. In the end of 2015, I
switched the aircraft type to CRJ-200/705. I flew the
CRJs all over Canada as well as some routes down to
the United States. Air Canada offered me a position
in the end of 2016. I started training with Air Canada
in January 2017. I have recently completed the initial
flight training on Boeing 767, and obtained my first
type rating on a “wide-body” aircraft. I am very excited
to be able to fly as an Air Canada pilot.
CH: Is there anything you know now that you wish
you’d known when you were a student?
Koide: Working as an airline pilot is a very unique
occupation compared to the office job I previously held
in Japan. Just like any other jobs, there are both good
and not so good things. To name a few positives first:
• You don’t have to stare at your computer screen all
day - the view from the office is gorgeous.
• The weather is always good above the clouds no
matter how miserable it was on the ground. You get
enough sun even in winter.
• Your overnights can be in some exotic places. You
can explore many cities while getting paid!
• Employee travel passes allow you to see the world at
the fraction of cost.
Some of not so positive things may be:
• Your work may be hundreds of miles away from
where you reside, requiring you to commute (if you
choose not to move to the base city).
• You may be away from home for a long period of
time.
• You are home when your friends/family members
may not be around (e.g. weekdays).
• If you are a junior pilot, most likely you are working
on weekends and holidays.
These factors all contribute to the quality of life. Flying
as a professional pilot is an amazing opportunity,
however, it may not be for everyone. I knew very
little about what it is like to work as an airline pilot
until I actually became one myself. I have no regrets
whatsoever in my career so far, but I wish I had known
these things beforehand so that I could have better
prepared myself psychologically.
CH: What is your take on the current state of the
aviation industry in Canada and internationally? What
are the current hiring trends that you're seeing?
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Koide: Hiring waves come and go in the cycle of
several years from what I’ve heard. And it has been
at its peak for the last few years and it seems to be
staying this way for a little while longer. Many airlines
are desperately hiring pilots, mechanics, and flight
attendants in order to replace those who are retiring
as well as to meet the demand for their expansion
plans. Many regional airlines are actively hiring from
the pool of pilots with relatively low flying hours (such
as aviation college program graduates). The captain
upgrades at all level of operators are happening in
much shorter time compared to a decade ago. The
minimum flying experience requirement for the first
flying jobs has been a lot lower in the last couple of
years.

training, and you are expected to learn a lot on your
own. Unfortunately, the companies you work for will
not spoon-feed you. In terms of the actual studying
techniques, it doesn’t matter how you do it - taking
notes, making flashcards, speaking out loud - whatever
works for you. I made flashcards when I was trying to
memorize METAR codes while I was a PPL student. I
made flashcards for 767 as well, and it works for me.
CH: What do you enjoy most about the 767?
Koide: Flying over 200 passengers in such a huge
aircraft gives me a great sense of accomplishment
every time I fly. Most of the time I don’t get to see our
customers as I go into the flight deck well before the
boarding commences. It is usually after the flight when
I get to see the faces of the customers while I stand
outside the flight deck door to say thank-you and goodbye. Hearing positive comments about the flight from
the passengers makes me feel proud to be working for
my company, and that I am flying a Boeing 767 aircraft.

All those combined makes it a great time to start a
career in aviation. That being said, the pilot pay is still
low at the elementary level flying jobs. Down south in
the US, the trend seems to be that the pilot pay is on
the verge of increasing. Lots of regional airlines are
offering some sort of signing bonuses to attract pilots.
I have not seen that trend in Canada yet. However, it
may be just the matter of time.

CH: What is a typical flying day like for you?
Koide: I am a reserve pilot as I am the most junior FO
on B767 in Toronto. I normally get a flight assigned the
night before if there is any opening. I may be assigned
to a single day pairing, which means I am coming home
in the night, or a multi-day pairing, which can be as long
as 5 days in a row until I get to come home.

CH: What should students focus on in their training
that will be most helpful to them down the road?
Koide: I would like to offer two pieces of advice:
(1) The stick & rudder skills are very important even
today where most of the big jets fly utilizing the
autopilot system. When something goes wrong, such
as an engine failure during take-off, for example, you
are back to hand-flying even if it may be for a short
period of time. Flight training at airlines will give you
time to practice aircraft-specific flying maneuvers
and emergency procedures. However, the training
is usually extremely fast-paced (often referred to as
“drinking from firehose” or “Fire in the helmet”) and
there isn’t any time to practice the basic stick and
rudder skills. Therefore, you need to master it while
you are still flying Cessnas or the light twins. Working
towards your Multi and IFR ratings may be one way
to improve your flying skills. Learning aerobatics
or working on a float rating may be another way
to enhance your flying abilities while gaining flying
experience. There are a lot of opportunities out there
to better yourself as a pilot.

I will check in at the flight planning room at Toronto
Pearson Airport a bit over an hour before the
scheduled departure. Each flight can be as short as less
than an hour, or as long as 9-10 hours depending on the
destination. If it is a short flight, I may be doing a few
of them in one day, or if it is a long flight, I may operate
only one flight. After I print out the operational flight
plan and review it, I check the status of the aircraft,
en-route weather, fuel requirements, etc. Once the
captain shows up, we discuss the flying conditions
and things we need to pay attention to. Once we
are satisfied with what was planned for us by our
dispatcher, we make our way to the aircraft.
It is very busy from the pre-departure preparation
until the aircraft reaches the cruise altitude. During
the cruise, we perform routine checks and keep track
of fuel consumption. This is the least busy time of the
flight. I try to eat my breakfast/lunch/dinner during
cruise after the routine checks have been completed.
I try to review emergency procedures during the cruise,

(2) Discover your own studying techniques. What
I found through my flying career so far is that there
are tons of stuff to know each time you go through a
Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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so as to refresh my memory. We keep track of the
weather conditions at the destination and possible
diversion destinations. As we are near the destination,
we start approach preparation and that’s when things
get busy again in the cockpit. We fly the approach to
landing, and taxi into the gate. Either the captain or
myself usually stands outside the door to say good-bye
and thank-you to our customers. Once our duty day is
over, we go to the overnight hotel.

and friendly and supportive ATC team at YYJ Tower all
made my flying experience in Victoria very special.
CH: Do you have a favourite place that you’ve flown in
Canada? What about internationally?

After checking in at the hotel, we are free to do
whatever we want. As you can imagine, my job involves
lots of sitting. Therefore, I try to stay active after work.
I carry my running shoes in my overnight bag so that I
can go to the gym for a quick run on the treadmill, or
simply walk/run around and explore the city. I usually
go out to a local restaurant with the captain and/or
the flight attendants. It is a great time to get to know
the crews you are working with. Depending on the
departure time of the next day, I may have to to go bed
early. Sometimes the check out is as early as 5 am.
Every pilot/flight attendant has his/her own rituals
to perform to make their hotel rooms comfy. Some
people turn on the fan for some white noise; some run
the shower for 10 minutes or so with the door open for
added moisture into the room; some keep the TV on
to help them fall asleep, etc. It is quite interesting to
discover those tricks from fellow crew members.

Koide: Lots of my favorite airports are the ones that
I’ve been to in a Cessna. Victoria, Nanaimo, Castlegar,
Kamloops - I flew to those airports during my CPL
training by myself or with my training buddies. Going
back to those airports in a bigger aircraft always gives
me a sense of accomplishment and nostalgia. Even just
overflying some of the areas I am familiar with is always
fun for me. I think about a good friend of mine when I
fly over Pitt Meadows Airport on the approach to YVR;
I remember the delicious pies I ate at the airport cafe
when I can see Chilliwack Airport and its surrounding
area; it makes me wonder how my friends are doing at
the VFC and YYJ Tower while overflying Victoria en
route from YVR to a destination in the US, for example.
Internationally, Tokyo (Narita Airport) is a special
place for me as I’ve always dreamt of flying to my
home country as an airline pilot. Just recently I
had an opportunity to fly to Narita during my line
indoctrination training. It was an emotional moment
for me. The overnight was great, and seeing cherry
blossoms was a highlight of my layover there.
As I have just started flying the 767, there are a lot
of international destinations I have not been to. I am
looking forward to exploring those cities during my
layovers in the future.

CH: What do you miss most about flying a 172?
Koide: Doing touch-and-gos in a C172 was always fun
for me, and I enjoyed it every time. I remember one
of my former students once said to me, “landing is like
an art”. Every landing is different, and it takes a lot of
focus, skills, and patience to have a so-called perfect
landing. Also, flying in Victoria in general was a lot of
fun. Great views, lots of nice airports we could fly to,

CH: Thank you, Koide, for sharing your experience and
insights with us. Congratulations again on your new
position as 767 FO. We look forward to hearing from
you again soon, and maybe seeing at the club!

victoria flying club
smile cards
Pick up your smile card today at the VFC office, and 5% of your grocery purchase will
go towards creating scholarships and awards for VFC members.
To date, the Victoria Flying Club has received over $18,000 from the Thrifty Foods
Smile Card program. These funds have been appreciated by all members of the club.
Thank you Thrifty Foods!
June 2017
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Fleet Captain Corner

FleetCaptain Corner
FleetCaptain

Software Productivity and Playfulness
FleetCaptain is an operational support system. It
supports our whole club’s operation by making
dispatch, maintenance and ramp staff as
productive as possible. It has revolutionized our
ßeet utilization to levels previously unheard of in
the industry. As a result we are safe, efÞcient,
professional and more proÞtable than ever.
But hey - once in a while we software engineer
guys have to let our bald hair-like substances
down a bit and just have some fun. How does a
software guy have some fun at 2am with a Þeld of
code spanning 3 displays?
Well, one way is to read the minds of silly pilot
humans, correct their mistakes and try to hand the
dispatcher a package of perfection.
What?
OK, I’m an instructor or student at the front
counter iPad. I have to enter my name. I might
enter it like this:

The situation is complicated slightly when an
instructor is directing and supervising a solo
ßight. We call it solo monitoring. Then the
name might appear as “SM - Steve Demy”.
What to do?
1) Strip off any “SM - “ if present
2) Take the name as entered and create a
trimmed, space normalized version and a proper
capitalized version.
3) Compare each version to a concatenated
Þrst and last name list in the database, using a
string length compensated Levenshtein distance
algorithm. (I told you this was fun!)
4) Rank the results, and present them in a
combo box for the dispatcher to select.
5) When the dispatcher Þnds a match, re-insert
the “SM -“ if required and put it in the name
Þeld. So this:

steve demy, stevedemy, Steve D, demY, S. Demy,
SteVE demeeee. <— I’ve seen worse.
The goal is to deliver the dispatcher a perfect:
“Steve Demy”: No leading or trailing spaces,
proper capitalization, one inter-word space. I don’t
want to force to the pilot to do that or make the
dispatcher do a lot work at a busy counter.

… is converted to this - in one click.

By using consistent names we open the door to
new capabilities like helping pilots maintain their
logbooks, calculating pilot duty times and much
more.

Steve Demy

ATPL, ATP (multi), B. Eng. (Electrical)
Victoria Flying Club - Director
Columbia 300 owner
FleetCaptain - Founder
sndaviation.com
Aviation Excellence Since 1946
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Ground School Schedule

Ground School Schedule
June 2017
Private Pilot Classes run Monday and Wednesday from 19:00 to 22:00.
DATE
June 5

TOPIC
Review

INSTRUCTOR
Andrew

June 7

Canadian Aviation Regulations & Licencing I

Mike

June 12

Canadian Aviation Regulations & Licencing II

Mike

June 14

Aerodynamics & Theory of Flight

Iain

June 19

Airframes & Engines

Andrew

June 21

Systems & Flight Instruments

Andrew

June 26

Human Factors & Pilot Decision Making

Silvia

June 28

Meteorology I

Sean

Commercial Pilot Classes run Friday. from 19:00 to 21:00 and Saturday/Sunday from 08:00 to 17:00.
DATE
June 2

TIME
17:00-21:00

TOPIC
Flight Operations

INSTRUCTOR
Eugene

June 3

08:00-17:00

Navigation I

Brady

June 4

08:00-10:00

Navigation II

Brady

June 4

10:00-12;00

Sea School

Graham

June 4

13:00-17:00

GPS

Graham

June 9

17:00-21:00

CARs and Licencing Requirements

Michael

June 10

08:00-12:00

Human Factors & PDM

Brendan M.

June 10

13:00-17:00

Crew Resource Management (CRM)

Brendan M.

June 11

08:00-17:00

Crew Resource Management (CRM)

Brendan M.

VFC CHARTER SERVICE - BE THERE IN MINUTES!
The Victoria Flying Club operates a charter service to a variety of
destinations the lower BC area. VFC Charter offers inexpensive,
timely, and direct transportation to places not serviced by other
commercial carriers.

print & imaging

The charter service is an on-demand operation (no set schedules)
and is operational in day VFR conditions. Please contact us for
more information on destinations and costs.

art & framing
book printing
Victoria: 905 Fort St., Victoria BC V8V 3K3 Tel: 250-385-9786
Sidney: 2411 Beacon Ave., Sidney BC V8L 2X2 Tel: 250-656-1233

For more information or to book a flight
Email: tedk@flyvfc.com
Call: 1-778-350-3213

Aviation Excellence Since 1946

www.islandblue.com
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