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THIS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER 
cwt _p¤¢xrxp}ø= 

Welcome back to The Patrician! 
 

 After a brief hiatus, The Patrician has returned, with a 

new look, and some exciting new possibilities.   With a legacy 
as long as that of the club itself, The Patrician is a vital means 
of communication for club news as well as news from the 
broader world of aviation.    
 

 I am excited to have taken on the challenge of both 

editing and publishing our club newsletter.   Aside from my 
time as a dispatcher at VFC, I am also a part-time student, and 
a mom of two.  But I harbour a dark secret.  I am not a pilot.  
{ƘƘƘƘƘΧΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΗ  ²ƘƛƭŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
year I have worked for the Victoria Flying Club,  I am the first 
to admit that my aviation knowledge is somewhat lacking.  As 
ǎǳŎƘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΦ  LΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ 
little help with The Patrician. 
 

 The Victoria Flying Club has roughly 500 current 

members.  The online distribution of the Patrician Newsletter 
is well on its way to a thousand.  Whether you are a member 
of the club, or just a reader with an interest in all things 
aviation, this publication belongs to you. 
 

 Please consider this your 

personal invitation to share your love 
of aviation, and inspire others 
through your own experience.  
Together we can carry on The 
tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ 
club newsletter unsurpassed in 
quality and content.   
 

Looking forward to your contributions! 
 

MŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ Σ ά²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L 
ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀƴΚέ  IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ 
few ideas to get you started: 
 

Flown somewhere interesting?  Tell us about 
it.  And take lots of PHOTOS along the way! 
 
¢Ƙƛƴƪ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΚ  
Send a quick EMAIL. 
 
Read a good aviation book lately?  In love with 
your GPS or other gadget?  Write a short 
review. 
 
That great photo you took on your last flight?  
Submit it in our monthly photo contest and 
win PRIZES from the pilot shop! 
 
Found a fabulous restaurant at a far-off 
airfield?  File a PIREP.  (restaurant hours, 
available transportation, nearby sites and stuff 
ǘƻ ŘƻΧ ƛŜΥ ¢Ŝƭƭ ǳǎ ²I¸ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŧƭȅ ǘƻ 
Harrison Mills and how to avoid the golf balls) 
 
Pass along an interesting article.  Send a useful 
online link.  Tell us about your favourite 
aviation blog.  Post a FREE Classified Ad.  Send 
your thoughts, questions, and comments in a 
letter to the editor.   
 
Share your love for flying with other readers.  
The Victoria Flying Club is YOUR club.  And this 
is YOUR Patrician.  The sky is the limit!  
 

Submit by the 15th of each month to: 
thepatrician@shaw.ca 
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 Date  Topic          Instructor 
 
Nov 02  Theory of Flight and Licensing Requirements   Yasuhiro Koide 
 04  Aerodynamics         Yasuhiro Koide 
 09  Airframes and Engines       Mike Chow 
 16  Systems and Flight Instruments     Mike Chow 
 18  CARS          Yasuhiro Koide 
 23  CARS          Yasuhiro Koide 
 25  Meteorology         Simon Dennis 
 30  Meteorology         Simon Dennis 
 

Dec 02  Meteorology         Simon Dennis 
 07  Meteorology         Simon Dennis 
 09  Meteorology         Simon Dennis 
 14  Human Factors & PDM       Brad Fraser 
 16  Flight Operations        Marcel Poland 
 

Jan 04  Flight Operations        Marcel Poland 
 06  Navigation         Jeff Lightheart 
 11  Navigation         Jeff Lightheart 
 13  Navigation         Jeff Lightheart 
 18  Radio and Electronic Theory      Tristan Nano 
 20  Review (Tower Tour/Written Seminar)    John MacConnachie 
 25  Review          Brad Fraser 
 

NOTE: No Groundschool on Stat Holidays and December 21, 23, 28, 30 
Sign up for Groundschool at the VFC office.   

PPL Groundschool Course: $250 
PPL Groundschool Kit: $250 

Monday and Wednesday Evenings 
Upstairs at the Victoria Flying Club 

1900-2200 
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YOUR  

PHOTO  

HERE!  

 Submit your favourite aviation 

ǇƘƻǘƻ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άtƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘέ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀƴΦ  
Email a maximum of one photo per 
month ( taken by you) to 
thepatrician@shaw.ca.  Prizes from the 
pilot shop will be awarded to monthly 
winners, and the winning photo of each 
month will appear in the next issue of 
The Patrician.  Every photo submitted 
through the year will be entered into a 
draw for a $100 VFC gift certificate at 
the end of the year.  All photos remain 
the sole property of the photographer 
and will not be used without 
permission. 
 

Submit by the 15th of the month:  
thepatrician@shaw.ca 

 TƘŀǘΣ ŘŜŀǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ LΩƳ 

sorry to say, was the sound of 
summer shifting loudly into fall, 
with winter following inevitably 
ŎƭƻǎŜ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ƘŜŜƭǎΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ 
enjoyed a spectacular summer 
of flying, hindered only by 
occasional winds, and drifting 
smoke. The changing seasons 
signal a change in weather.  Fall 
and winter flying requires 
closer attention to detail when 
checking our meteorological 
conditions, and planning for 
flights.  As a reminder, here are 
the Victoria Flying Club 
minimums for forecast 
weather, and a few other tips 
for cold weather flying.   

Day 
(Min. Ceiling 
and Visibility) 

Dual Circuits млллΩ ŀƎƭ 3 sm 

Local млллΩ ŀƎƭ 3 sm 

X-Country мрллΩ ŀƎƭ 6 sm 

Solo Circuits мрллΩ ŀƎƭ 3 sm 

Local нрллΩ ŀƎƭ 6 sm 

X-Country нрллΩ ŀƎƭ 6 sm 

Night 
(Min. Ceiling 
and Visibility) 

Dual or Solo Circuits мрллΩ ŀƎƭ 3 sm 

Local нлллΩ ŀƎƭ 6 sm 

X-Country нрллΩ ŀƎƭ 6 sm 

X-Wind C-152 Take-off: 12 kts Landing: 12 kts   

C-172 Take-off: 12 kts Landing: 15 kts 

Temperature - Flight operations at VFC shall cease when the surface temperature is 
below -20 C. 

IFR - Take-off not to be commenced if the ceiling and visibility are below                     
the landing minima for the airport of departure. 
- /ǊǳƛǎŜ ƭŜƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ рллΩ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜȊƛƴƎ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ 
- Landing minima as published in CAP. 

Ice or Frost - If you suspect frost or ice on the aircraft surface, the line crew will be 
happy to take care of it for you. 
- Do NOT scrape the windshield with a credit card or anything else.  

Ask the line crew to clear it. 
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In Flanders Fields 
 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses row on row 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly. 
 
We are the dead.  Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,  
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 
 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields.  
 
Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD 
(1872-1918) 

Lest we Forgeté. 
 ¢ƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ CƭȅƛƴƎ /ƭǳō Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΦ  /¸¸W 
sits on the former RCAF Station Patricia Bay, and the Victoria Flying Club occupies 
the location used by the RAF during WWII.  But the military legacy did not end 
with the war.  It lives on, in the members and activities of the Victoria Flying 
Club.  There are a number of WWII veterans who belong to the club, several of 
ǿƘƻƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ CƭȅƛƴƎ /ƭǳō ƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ /ŀŘŜǘ 
training, supporting our future air-force pilots, and we have a strong connection 
and relationship with 443 Squadron located across the airfield.  A significant 
number of our club members are also Navy personnel, or civilians employed at 
CFB Esquimalt.  This month the Patrician and the Victoria Flying Club honour all 
military personnel; past, present, and future.  Thank-you for serving our country 
at home and overseas.  We will not forget.     
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www.vac-acc.gc.ca 

Remembrance Day 
Ceremonies and Events 

 
Victoria: 
11am  at the Cenotaph on the grounds of 
the BC Legislative Building 
614 Government St. 
 

Sidney: 
10:45 am at the Cenotaph in front of Town 
Hall.  Support our veterans, current military 
personnel, and cadets as they march down 
Beacon Ave before the ceremony, begin-
ning at 10:15. 
 

BC Aviation Museum: 
1910 Norseman Rd.  North Saanich 
A year-round Memorial Room serves to 
honour Canadians who served in various 
wars, through the display of an extensive 
collection of artefacts. 
www.bcam.net 
 

Sidney Museum and Archives:  
Corner of Beacon and Fourth St in Sidney 
November features a month long tribute to 
the military.  
www.sidneymuseum.ca 

Photos are from the collections of the  
Canadian War Museum 
www.warmuseum.ca 
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ROAD TRIP 

Two pilots, armed with their camping gear, and a CFS, set 

off on a cross-country road trip from Victoria to Winnipeg. 

By: Danny Poirier                                                     (part 1 of 2) 

 I was thinking one day this past summer of 

heading to Winnipeg to visit family, and my choice of 
travel was to fly. I started to look on-line with the 
major airlines for the best prices and departure times, 
and then started to think why not drive instead of fly? 
Immediately, a road trip was in order, and not just any 
road trip, but a half-country car, airport, air museum, 
flying trip! 

 Ellen and I decided that we should drive to 

Winnipeg, and along the way try to find and stop at as 
many airports, airstrips, and aerodromes as we could. 
With CFS within reach, our flight bags and camping 
gear in the back, we were off. Both of us being pilots, 
and this being the centennial of flight in Canada, we 
realized this would be an unexpected way of 
experiencing aviation in Canada. 
 
Saturday, 25th July 

 What better way to start a road trip but to have 

brunch, and where better to eat and hit the road than 
the Dakota Cafe? We decided that since we were on an 
airport quest; why not start at an airport. After a good 
meal and chats with friends, we were off to the ferries 
and eastward bound. The first aerodrome we passed 
was the ever-familiar Chilliwack airport, just off to the 
left of highway number 1. As we whizzed 
by we talked about the many 
times we had put wheels down 
for good food and amazing pie. 
  

           AŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǿƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 
BC and with the sun lowering behind us, we made it to 
Osoyoos. You cannot blink or you will miss the 
aerodrome, just a strip less than what seemed a 
hundred meters parallel to the highway and not much 
else. With a good dinner in town, we made camp for 
the night and  fell asleep talking of what lay ahead.   

 
Sunday, 26th July 

 The next day started out early, as we wanted to make 

as much ground as possible. With more winding road 
and lots of coffee, we made our way to Castlegar and 
took a slight side trip from the main road north to 
Nelson. Castlegar has a fairly prominent strip located 
on a plateau siding a mountain, overlooking a beautiful 
valley, definitely mountain flying territory. After a 
quick stop, we were off again. Nelson is another little 
valley town;  lots of little shops, and soup and 
sandwich joints.  Since Ellen had been there before 
and wanted to return, we made sure to stop by the 
airport, and have a good look around. Turns out that 
Nelson was a firebase. We had the chance to talk to a 
chopper pilot prior to his heading out to join in on a 
fire patrol. Soon we were off again on through 
Cranbrook and the Crows Nest Pass and a long run 
north to Calgary for friends, a cold drink, and a good 
bed. Tomorrow would be air museum time! 

Send your aviation-related travel stories, 
with photos, to: thepatrician@shaw.ca 
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Monday, 27th July 

 We spent two nights in Calgary to ensure we 

could visit The Aerospace Museum Association of Calgary. 
The entrance fee was seven dollars and there was an 
amazing variety of aircraft. The most prominent aspect of 
the museum was that there were quite a few Canadian 
and British made aircraft, including a full size replica of a 
Silver Dart. Since my last visit, the museum has grown.  
The second temporary hanger provides shelter for an 
Avro Lancaster and one of the first Twin Otters among 
many other aircraft. After a quick lunch at the Tim 
IƻǊǘƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΣ ǿŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀŘ ǳǇ 
the road five minutes and visit SAIT (Southern Alberta 
Institute of Technology) for a quick look at the hangar 
floor and the aircraft that the students in the aviation 
program work on. On a quick note, our close neighbor in 
Victoria, Viking Air, has its engine plant just across the 
parking lot from the Calgary Air Museum. 
 

Tuesday, 28th July 

 We decided to take the path less travelled and hit 

the country back roads; this was a planned stop, as we 
ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 9ƭƭŜƴΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜ ƛƴ 5ǊǳƳƘŜƭƭŜǊΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
hours, we were off again. As we drove out to the town 
limits, we passed that sign that a pilot cannot miss, you 
know the one, square and green with a small white plane 
in the center. We turned around started up the gravel 
road and soon were at elevation 2,597 and were greeted 
by a prehistoric avian wind tee.  

   

The airport terminal had closed down quite a few 

years ago, a sign of the times.  Inside was just a crop 
dusting operation located in an old office and a few 
private planes outside to fill the ramp. On our way out, 
we noticed an old poster of the flying club that once 
resided there many years before. Back on the road with a 
long way ahead of us, we drove straight on to 
Saskatchewan for our next campsite, but along the way, 
we were always looking for that little strip or windsock 
that we might pass by. 
 

Wednesday 29th July 

 Awoke in another province east at Landing 

Provincial Park on Lake Diefenbaker to cactus, sunflowers 
and sunshine. We were up early and after a little walk 
down to the lake and up into the rolling hills, on the road 
again, on through Swift current for brunch and Moose 
Jaw for coffee, up where the Canadian Forces aerobatic 
team the Snow Birds call home. Unfortunately, we did 
not have time to make it to the air base; we knew we 
would not get to every aerodrome along the way, even 
the big ones. We flew right past Regina and on into 
Manitoba, just outside of Brandon.  With the sun in our 
back window again, we made camp for the night. 
 

Thursday 30th July 

  Awoke at River Provincial Park, another 

quick breakfast, up stakes and we were back on 
the highway. Our next stop was the Heritage Warplane 
Museum of Canada just outside Brandon, Manitoba.  Just 
like Drumheller, this was another closed commercial 
airport, but the FSS was still in service for the local flying 
club. We were told that West Jet tried to make a go of it 
years ago, but it did not last as it was easier to drive to 
Winnipeg to reach the rest of Canada. The old hangars 
from the days of war had a new purpose telling of the 
past when air bases across Canada, especially in the 
prairies, would train thousands of pilots, then only to go 
over seas to fly and fight. There are many projects under 
way at the museum.  The hangar is dark and filled with 
rows of parts and pieces of planes and vehicles and other 
equipment that once serviced them. After exchanging 
hellos with the men in the restoration room, we were off 
to our easterly destination, Winnipeg. 

όwŜŀŘ tŀǊǘ н ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΩǎ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀƴΥ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴ !ƛǊ 
aǳǎŜǳƳΣ ŀƴŘ 5ŀƴƴȅΩǎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ  ŀ  tƛǇŜǊ ²ŀǊǊƛƻǊΦύ Ellen Wood in front of the Drumheller airport.     


