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ά¢ƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǾƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ 

and to teach and train persons in the art and 
science of flying and navigating and operating 

all manner of heavier-than-ŀƛǊ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΦέ 
(Victoria Flying Club Incorporation Bylaws, 1946) 
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The past month has been a busy 

one at the Victoria Flying Club.   
We enjoyed some up close and  

personal glimpses of the Snowbirds 
in action as they were in town 

taking part in the Naval Centennial. 

My favourite little pilots-in-training 

enjoyed their first flight in a Cessna 
мтн ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ά.ǳǊƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ .ƻǳƴŎŜǎέ 

night on June 23rd.  Along with 
ά²ƛƴƎǎ bƛƎƘǘέ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ фǘƘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ 

a well-attended evening, with a good 
number of flights and plenty 

of fabulous food to go around. 

CƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǇŀƎŜ мо ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ 
ƛǎǎǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ά²ƛƴƎǎ bƛƎƘǘέ 
ŀƴŘ ά.ǳǊƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ .ƻǳƴŎŜǎέ ŘŜŀƭǎ 
and details.  Everyone is welcome! 
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YOUR  

PHOTO  

HERE!  

Congratulations to: Gary McCoey for his winning photo of the month.  His photo 
showcases the beautiful Pacific Rim National Park, and was taken on a return trip 
from Tofino.  Thanks for the photo, Gary!  You can pick up your pilot shop prize 
ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ     
 

wŜƳƛƴŘŜǊΧΧ In addition  to a monthly prize from the pilot  

shop, each photo submission will be entered into a draw at the 
end of the year for a $100 VFC gift certificate!   
 

Submit by the 15th of the month:  thepatrician@shaw.ca 
 
 

 

Photos of note on the next page: 
1. Bill WagnerτThis mountain photo was taken turning the 
corner over Rogers Pass, en route to Calgary...in a float 
plane.  Nice day, smooth air and 9,500' was easy with a stock 
aircraft. 
2. Clark Pelterτ tƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ /ƻǊƛƴƴŀ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜǘƻƴΩǎ ǎƻƭƻ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ 
landing  ( current VFC Student ) 
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The Redbird FMX flight simulator is arriving soon at 
the Victoria Flying Club!  For more information, or to 

see the Redbird in  Action, check out: 
 

www.redbirdflightsimulations.com 
 

www.flyingmag.com/safety/training/redbird-flight-simulations 
 

Redbird FMX on YouTube 

http://www.redbirdflightsimulations.com
http://www.flyingmag.com/safety/training/redbird-flight-simulations
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0gdb9JkXv64
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Flying to the United States 
Take the uncertainty out of flying across the border and into 

unfamiliar airspace, with some basic preparation and planning. 
*Excerpted from a handout available at the Victoria Flying 
Club office, written by Instructor Tristan Nano 
 

Before Take-Off 
1. Complete eAPIS Notice of Arrival  min one hour prior 

to departing Canada and print off email confirming 
receipt. 

2. File notice of arrival and/or landing rights by phone 
customs at airport of arrival.  Some require as little as 
one hour notice prior to arriving and up to 24 hours 
for others. 

3. File a Canadian flight planτŘƻ ƴƻǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ άŀŘǾƛǎŜ 
ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

After Take-Off 
1. I recommend Flight Following when in the USA, when 

not flying in a CZτbasically an approach or centre 
controller watching over you, and handing you off to 
the next frequency, traffic information etc, as their 
workload permits. 

 

A Few Quick Differences Between 
US and Canada: 
1. ATC often clear aircraft to land but in sequence; for 

example, you may be cleared to land but number 5. 
2. You must call FSS by radio and activate your flight 

plan.  Tower cannot do this.  Find the nearest RCO on 
the chart. 

3. Cessna172 is called a Skyhawk because their registra-
tions have numbers so they avoid saying the model 
number.  There is nothing wrong with calling yourself 
a 172 but may catch a few controllers and you will be 
different. 

4. Instead of CYR and CYA they have restricted and 
warning areas. 

5. Flights within the USA do not require a VFR flight 
plan, regardless of distance. 

6. When talking to a centre controller, it is best to give 
location by referencing a VOR station. 

7.        When flying into an uncontrolled airport, aircraft usu-  
 ally join the circuit via 45 degree entry onto down

 ǿƛƴŘΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ !²h{Σ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ Ŧƭȅ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ рллΩ 
 above the circuit then descend well clear the circuit.  
 For airports with one runway and circuits on one side, 
 it is not wrong to cross midfield and circuit alt and 
 then join into the downwind directly.  Straight ins are 
 fairly common as wellτbasically keep your eyes open 
 and make frequent radio calls. 

8.   Instead of 126.7, frequency 122.0 (called 
 άŦƭƛƎƘǘǿŀǘŎƘέύ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
 weather and PIREPS.  When contacting on initial 
 transmission, say nearest VOR station.  Contact near-
 est FSS station for flight plan changes.  For flight plan 
 amendments call nearest FSS station. 

9. When calling on approach or centre frequency, keep 
 in mind the controller may be using several frequen-
 cies, so it may be a few minutes before even getting a 
 response. 

10. There are many more small differences such as VFR 
 minimums, VFR OTT, etc.  Consult a US AIM for regu-
 lations. 

11. Skyvector.com gives free current US charts, the FAA 
 flight directory online, and airport weather. 

12. AirNav.com provides a great pilot information source 
 for airports plus fuel prices, hotels, pictures, etc. 

13. If flying to Seattle Boeing Field, remember: TPA 
 (Traffic Pattern Altitude) RWY 13L/31R 1000 MSL; 
 RWY 13R/31L 800MSL.  Also the circuit is fairly close 
 in to the airport for the long runway due to SEATAC. 

14. Check the chart for Restricted and Warning area 
times by referencing the area name and then the lo-
cal times of use.  Of course NOTAMS will say if there 
is an exception.  Flight following does not guarantee 
warning of these areas if active. 

 

Useful Websites 
1. US NOTAMS:  
 https://www.notams.jcs.mil/dinsQueryWeb/ 
2. US Weather: 
 http://adds.aviationweather.gov/ 
3. Washington State Aviation Publications: 
http://wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/Publications/default.htm 

https://www.notams.jcs.mil/dinsQueryWeb/
http://adds.aviationweather.gov/
http://wsdot.wa.gov/aviation/Publications/default.htm
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Spitfire on take off 

Electronic Advance Passenger 
Information SystemτeAPIS 

All pilots flying to or from the USA must file a 

eAPIS notice of arrival or departure 1 hour prior 
ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ άbƻǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ wŜŎŜƛǇǘ 
ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴέ ōȅ ŜƳŀƛƭΦ  {ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ȅƻǳ 
need to do this both ways and still contact US 
and Canadian customs separately!  As the pilot, 
you need an online account set up; this may not 
ōŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘŀƴŜƻǳǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ 
the last minute.  Go to: 
https://eapis.cbp.dhs.gov 

The forms are fairly self-explanatory but have a 

few things that may not be obvious: 
¶ write aircraft registration as CGKMY  
 not C-GKMY 
¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ōƻǊŘŜǊ 

crossing location.  I usually just put 
ά5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ LǎƭŀƴŘτ10 miles southeastτ
млΥнл ƭƻŎŀƭέ 

¶ For aircraft operator and owner/lessee 
information you will have to write out 
the same info twice if renting a club air-
plane 

¶ If just doing a day trip, you still need to 
enter an address for each crew/pax.  
Look up the address of the FBO you will 
be parking at, or terminal at the airport 

¶ I suggest doing the eAPIS well in advance 
ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
internet at the airport. 

¶ If arriving or departing at a smaller air-
port not recognized by the eAPIS system, 
you are supposed to enter the ICAO iden-
tifier for the nearest airport that is on the 
airport list, then put a remark under arri-
val/departure description 

¶ You cannot cancel or amend a eAPIS after 
submitted.  You must complete a new 
eAPIS if you: change the arriving/
departing airport, add new pax or crew, 
change aircraft.  If you are simply late or 
will be early, you can just call and inform 
customs if flying to the US.  

¶ LǘΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŀȄ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
manifest than you show up with, but not 
the other way around.  So if you have a 
friend that might come along, add them. 

Thanks to Laura Van Buskirk for the 
great photos from flights to the US.   
 

Top:  Friday Harbour   
Bottom: Seattle 

 

https://eapis.cbp.dhs.gov

